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MAKING A DIFFERENCE
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August 2018 message I wrote about being a Volunteer doing something for others
you don’t have to do. This month’s message is about “Making a Difference”.

Late August 2013 I was approached by a group of members about campaigning for the office of NCCC
President. Believe me when I tell you I had no desire to be President of NCCC. I had served on the
NCCC Executive Board three times over the last 20 years as Parliamentarian, but President, no way.
I started to think about this and some of the things that I thought I could maybe “make a difference”
improving what and how NCCC operates. Nothing was wrong with NCCC, but maybe I could make it
better.
The President of NCCC is kind of like a driver of a bus filled with passengers. The bus driver doesn’t
decide the bus to drive, what fuel to use, the location where the bus is going, the passengers on the bus,
or the route to arrive at their destination. It is however the bus driver’s job to make sure the bus is
fueled, cleaned, tires are in good shape, and know what the passenger’s destination is, and make sure
everyone gets to where they are meant to go safely and on time.
NCCC is governed by members who elect Governors to represent their clubs wishes. Regional clubs
elect Regional Officers each year to represent all the clubs wishes within the region. Regional Officers
and Club Governors attend quarterly meetings in St. Louis to hear reports from National and Regional
Officers and make decisions for the betterment of the NCCC organization. The bottom line is all
decisions rest with the club Governors’ vote.
As President of NCCC any changes made needs to be approved by the NCCC Governors. However, if
something is already in place, example like the Blue Bars magazine, there is nothing that prohibits from
going out and requesting bids to see if costs can be lowered. The Board was able to reduce the annual
cost of BB’s by over $30,000. NCCC did not have a balanced budget for years, but with Betty Parks’
expertise, the board was able to present a balanced budget the last two years. Another example is the
existing email system that was being used for years. Nothing prohibits improving the system to connect
with more NCCC members. Asking for approval from the Governors, I was able to start email
communication monthly with less than 4000 members, and in two years to over 11,000 today. As
President I am allowed to appoint positions the help improve NCCC. I appointed Director of
Information Technology (IT), Walt Jenkins, to make all this happen. I felt communication with all the
members with a monthly message was long overdue and one of the most important changes that needed
to happen. You can’t expect someone to know what is going on if they are not informed.
September 8th, 2018, several officers’ positions are up for election. NCCC has term limits which are a
good thing, allowing for new people to seek a position on the board to improve and change how things
are done. Elected officers positions open for nomination are NCCC President, VP of Membership,
NCCC Treasurer, NCCC Parliamentarian, and Director of Public Relations. All appointed
positions are open each year and applications need to be submitted to the President by November 1st
each year. The President appoints Appointed Officers at the first meeting of the New Year.
Change is good and beneficial for NCCC to continue into the future. It’s too easy to sit back and say
NCCC should do this, or I don’t like that, or why don’t they change the way this is? The easy thing to
do is complain about this and do nothing to correct what upsets you. If your car is dirty, don’t complain
about it, go get it washed. It is that easy.

If interested in “making a difference” in this great organization NCCC, which we all belong to, then
place your name in the hat. I am glad I took that leap of faith and ran for NCCC President. I am sure
there are some that I did not please, some that did not like some of the changes made, but I am proud
of the task and challenge I took to make a difference. Be that ONE PERSON who cares about the
group you belong to. Your concerns and ideas shared with others will improve NCCC going forward.
My four years of driving the NCCC bus are coming to an end on December 31st, 2018. I am so thankful
that I was able to make a little difference in the organization I joined over 43 years ago. I hope the ride
was not too bumpy, and I got you to your destination. We may not have taken a direct route, however,
membership has grown, NCCC is not broke, our relationship with the National Corvette Museum is
strong, our sponsors are supportive, and NCCC membership fee is still the best deal in town. I hope
everyone is having a good time as a member. It is time to park the bus until another day. I thank
everyone who has supported me and my ideas for the last four years.
Reading the 2018 summer issue of BB’s it is time to save the “Wave”. I remember back in the earlier
70’s every Corvette on the street waved as they passed. Let’s not forget our roots. Without roots the
plant dies. Flash your lights, honk the horn, but don’t forget to wave!
Attached with this message is a flyer for a car show hosted by Greater New Orleans Corvette Club on
October 20th, 2018. I was asked to add this to my monthly post by the Club President Vince Mamelli
who I met at the NCCC Convention in July. The New Orleans CC helped the NCCC Convention team
manage the speed events and track day held there and help where ever needed. They are not an NCCC
club yet, but with our support, they just might consider joining. Thank you to all the GNOCC members
for all you did for the NCCC 59th Convention.
I hope many of you consider becoming an officer of NCCC. The rewards can’t buy you a beer or soda,
but the feeling of doing something for other members is better than money.
Be safe, have fun, call a friend, help someone out in need, and always count your blessings. Life is
GOOD!! We surely are blessed as we all own a Corvette!!
God Bless you all.
Dave Heinemann Sr.
President NCCC

